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STUDENT PERFORMANCE IN A SCHOOL DISTRICT IS UNRELATED 
TO PER-PUPIL NON-INSTRUCTIONAL SPENDING

Source: State of Maine data

K-12 education

• Lack of relationship holds 
true even after controlling 
for school size

• This suggests that 
reducing cost variability 
will not adversely affect 
instruction quality
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Non-instructional spending
$ per pupil Schools with similar 

performance have 
widely varying non-
instructional spending
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