STar - tfecald /o/za;/afs'

i

|

~School

~urge ‘No’ vote |
on referendum

By Scott Mitchell Johnson
: Staff Writer

_ PRESQUE ISLE — In addition to
deciding who will becorrie the next
President of the United States,
local voters will have the opportu-

- nity Nov. 4 to decide the fate of a

school ‘reorganization referéndum

. question’ that would: potentially
-.Join SAD ‘1, SAD 32 and the-

Nashville Plantatlon School

L Departmcnt mto one regional
© school unit, . -
) The referendum questlon reads: "
- “Do you favor approving the

school ‘administrative réorganiza--
tiom plan prepared. by the 3:2-1
Reorganmatlon Planrung

ommittee to ‘reorganize Maine

boards

School Adm1mstrat1ve Dlstnct No.

1, Maine School Administeative -

District- No. 32. and Nashville
Plantation School Department into

- a regional school unit with an

effective date of July 1, 20097
According to Gehng Johnson,
superintendent of both SAD 1 and:
‘SAD 32, the plan was developed
over the summer by a 30-member

-egional planmng ‘comimittee
(RPC).
“The law called for us to look at

: Jommg into-one unit,” he said, not-
ing that the three school commit- '
tcesareonrecordasdlsagmemg, o

with-the Jaw. «"I'hey directed u1s.to
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rough draft a pian that comphed
with the law ... a legal plan for

submission.
“We put the draft together; and

the RPC ultimately voted to move -
, it forward -to the school boards,
"+ which, in turn, approved it to move

forward to Education

Comymissioner Susan Gendron for’
her appro

," said Johnson.
Gendron has since OK’d: the

plan to go to referendum. - .
* Johnson said the basic compo-

nents of the plan join all of the sys-'

téms into one school district.
-~ “That school district would be

divided into .seven sub-districts.”
he said, “resulting in a seven-mem- -

ber school commitfee. Right-now,
there are 30 school board members
that represent- those communities

.17in SAD 1, 10.in SAD 32 and
three in Nashvﬂle Plantation.

Those 30 school: board members

would be reduced to seven.”
According to SAD 1 board Chall'
Lucy Richard, if the plan were to

be approved, only one board mem-
ber would represent what is. now..
all of, SAD 32 and Nashvﬂle‘,

Plantation. Four board meimbers

would be from Presque Isle, while’
the other two members would rep-

resent the other commumt:les com-
prising SAD 1.

“Presque Isle would have 54

percent . vonng representation
because it’s all based on popula—
tion,” said Richard.

. Under the pian, added Johnson,

ownership of all the property from-

the 11 communities would be
jointly owned.. SAD 32 and

Nashville Plantation possess con- -

siderable “assets including a new
school in Ashland, for which they
may be reluctant to share joint

' ownership: SAD-32 will have debt

on their new school and SAD 1
would share that debt in a Jomt
school. unit.

“The school farm, ‘which is a
special entity -owned by SAD 1,
would also be. jointly owned -'by
SAD 32 and Nashville Plantation,”
said Johnson. “All debt would be
jointly shared. SAD 1 has debt on
the bus garageé and the middle
school, and that would be jointly

. shared with SAD 32 and Nashw]le

Plantation. -
“Many SAD 32 and Nashville
Plantation residents feel they

would lose a voice in the manage-

ment and control of their children’s
education, because they would
only havé one person representing

them on a seven-member board” -

he said. “That’s a tough pill to
swallow.”

The’ reorgamzatlon ‘plan was
explained to residents in Nashville
Plantation last Wednesday and in

“Ashland Tuesday at public hear-

ings. A third public hearing will be
held Tuesday, Oct. 28 at 7 p.m. in
the, Presque Tsle. ngh School cafe-
ten,a ,
SAD" 32 and Nashvxlle
Plantation board members have
already approved a resolution yeg-
ing community members to vote

. “No” on the referendum ballot. A

similar resolution was QOK’d Qct.
16 by the SAD 1 board.

“Every voter in SAD 32 and
Nashville Plantation has received
the information by mail,” - said
Johnson, “and the SAD 1 and SAD
32 boards have -sanctioned a full-
page ad in the local newspaper urg-
ing voters to oppose the referen-
dum. We want to get the word out
and urge voters to vote ‘No’ on the
schiool reorganization referendum

question.”. o o
“The commissioner has already
indicated that if the plan fails for

any reason,” he said; “and SAD 1
immediately filed an - alternative
~plan — to stand alone — she would

approve it and no penalty would be
accrued. At the present time, SAD'
32 would have to ‘take a. penalty,

‘which is about $71,000 a year.

However, the commissioner has
said she’s going to try to fix the
penalty issue by submitting a bill

" to the legislature in January.” .

Johnson reiterated that for SAD
32, the reorganization plan is a loss
of local control issue, while for
SAD 1 it’s likely a matter of ﬁnan—
cial concern.

“When the ongmal law -was
passed, there was built in expecta-
tion that money would be saved,
but on the ground here in
Aroostook, we don’t see it in our
analysis,” he said. “We see no sav-
ings o SAD 1, SAD 32, or
Nashville Plantation. SAD 1 is
very proud of what it has accom-
plished, very proud of its statewide.
reputation and its traditions. We:

. $ee 1o _reason to reinvent this’

wheel. We have a smooth running,
high performing district and we see
no reagon to dlsmantle it and start
over, . .

“SAD 32is also very proud of its
academic traditions, its extra-cur-
ricular programs, and of course its -
brand new school coming in
2010.” said Johnson. “Fhey want .
to continve sctting the future
course for the educahon of the:r
children.”

Voters are encom"aged to contact
their municipal offices to find out

“the polling times and locaimns in

their community.



