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“what-ifs

By Elizabeth Depi!ey -
FRENCHVILLE —-Only 17 of

- the more than 50 representatives
“on the Reorganization Planning.
Committee attended the Feb. 19

. meeting. )
' The group continues 10 move
forward with planmng for the law-

requlred school consolidation.

‘The first part of the meeting -

~ again consisted of three working
- ‘groups; focusing on cost savings,
cost sharing and contingency

plans.. The' contingency -plan

group, which was working on

what to do if one or more munici-
pality voted down the referendum

.. to-form a Regional School:Unit,

has- language that ‘the committee

il vote’ nn aI thf: next meatmgs o

Feb 26,
( See (Z'ﬂnsohdafﬂrs, page 26)
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The cnsta-savmgs group will

" write where moniey will be saved

“and where costs will go up in theu'
portion of the plan,

The: eost-shanng groﬁp dﬁc‘d' |
ed they wnqlg like to have. snm;--.
- recommendations .in” the: plan‘on

‘what to.do if & schooi is to be
-_glewd.

- theirtasks and spﬂke_a”_',f'i'
closumﬁ hefﬁre thé hﬂm' was up
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far grﬂup work. shnwmg that the

posslbthty was on many pbople S .
- ~mmds
A recbmmcndauﬁn from- the -
- “group was to allow a community
. 1o .decide -whether to. close: the
'”schml hut ot fm aﬁy ﬁjlallmal -
___;_:.-:_._,;rcpereuss;ms flf ' ‘. ', .
. .. operating at or.below the gover-
All threc gmups pompi&ted :
3 -school
w_hqtl'mg__

1at school was

ment funding lnwe.l and-was voted

to- stay ‘dpen:. Some: vﬂmumd««_
fﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁd the law,

“munity to stipport a school if the:
cnmmunity votes not to close it.
- The, cns&shanng group.. also

ﬂngomg loqal school boards aftcr
‘the creation: uf the RSU because -
. they would: have no power and
- become. another layer of bureau--
. cracy. .
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sh&et shﬂng the finahmal

impact on each community of-

consolidation if operating costs

and other expenses. remain  the.
' -saiig -as they ‘are’ now. Only
‘Madawaska would be saving
“money. under_those: conditions,
“and ‘three of the-bther five com-
~munities would have expenses gol

| . _ -up by more than $200,000..
Van  Buren . Supenntendant:L. |

-Claytﬁn Belangar handed out a

The RPC dealded"tu cuntmu&-"- :
wrth an earhcr dﬁcismn that lucal
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debt shoiild rernain with'the corn-
munities after the RSU is.created.
Each municipality should e-mail -

Committee. Fac.lhtatnr Diane

Tiiton if they have any legal gués-

tions about property that they

w&uld like help answering. -
" The committee will schedule

public meetings for the week of
March 17 in each- of the school

unit ‘areas’so. the- pubhc will be

~ able ‘to ask questions about the

¢ plan before it:goes to the state on -
| ,_Mamh 28.

.. Many: members. expressed that

' 'l:hgy feel rushed and cannot sup-

port the plan that they are bring-

ing to the community, but Tilton

reminded the group that.in order

- to put the plan on the referendum

ballot in June, the timeline needed”

t0 be followed. Others again

expressed frustration with the law-
itself before the conclusion of the



