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Easton uniting against

‘Baldacci school plan

in budgeting, and mult'in better

 dents received an tipdate on the '

BY RACHEL RICE
OF THE NEws STAFF academic programs.- situation and were urged by local
- Easton officials, - however officials to nedouble their pmtest
EASTON - Local resudents”' ‘believe the legm]atlon won't cre- “efforts. -

are not happy about school con- .

solidation and they’re lettmg

ate the savings pro:ected will
take away local

“We've been very pleased wnh
the twrnout,” Mike Corey chair-

everyone know about it, . control, - and lnside . man of the Easton Board -of .

For ‘the second time in- two‘ ‘ ultimately will, Lawmakers . .- Belectmen, said on Monday night. |
weeks, about 100 people: gathered . result- in the struggle with. . “There’salotof energy by. people..
.at the Easton Jum.or/Semorngh closmg of East- - school district in tovm to stand up for what they-.
School g ium to-talk about on’s. _two - consolidation balieve in; and: that’s to fight for a
the “proposed legislation -for -schools. : Paqe B6 - school that most of us have gone
forced . school consolidation,” . . Since then' _to and benefited from.”.

Superintendent . Frank Keenan
said on Monday night.. -

- The - school - admmmﬁ'atme*
' reorgammtlon plan, as proposed -

by -the - Appropriations : Subcom-
mlttee,wouldhmnthenumberof
administrative units in the state
1o 80; right now, it’s 290. State offi-

"cials believe the move will save.
$36_5‘n11l]10n,cmatetranspareney‘_

first meeting two- weeks ago, -
- :]ocals have .done: everythmg_
they. can to kill the proposal.
including . writing letters, sign- -
-ing petitions and calling legisla-
tors. Similar efforts are under
way in Mars Hill, another small-
- gehool umtm central Aroostook-

County.

Oon Mondey mght, Easton resl N

During the meeting, Keenan

focused on two main issues: sav-.
'ingsmtheproposalandthelose

of local contrel.- : !
. Based on the. admmlstrative :

: posmons needed in éach of -the
80 regional school units, Keenan .

estiniatéd savings of $13 illion
in-salaries and. benefits, .but -
a_bou__t $12 niillion in new coste a

The state expects ‘o7 save
abbut $20 million in admnnstra-
* 'with one seat on a. 15-member
“He  said that™ would .
remove Easton’s local control-

tive.costs. based on.its models.

 When it comes to local con-
trol, Keenan also disagrees with
the plan It.calls for a single gov-
erning board — locals are call-

ing them “super boards” — to-
oversee each of the 80 reglonal _

school. units. According to the
Department- of ‘Edication Web

site, legislators are proposing -
three methods for detérmining '

tfepresentatlon on the boards.+
*.One that allows forat least

one representatlve from - every

_mumcipahty in the distriet..

‘e One that allows for;at’ least;.

one. representatwe from each
subdistrict of the region. - .

~* One that allows for at- Large
representation.

Keenan told msﬂents, howev- _

; board

er, that lf the proposal 1s
approved, Easton could end up

and likely result in the closing
of the smallest schools such as
Easton, first. -

He urged the erowd to send

‘more cards. and. letters -and

make more calls to Augusta
voiging opposition to the pro-

‘posal as it stands.
" And, after the meetmg resi-
‘dents- sa1d that’s exact]y what--

they planned to do. o
Esther- Rlohardsom ‘a grand-

‘mother and ateacher iti Easton, .

said she was getting involved

- because she' was s0: frustrated

with the process.

“Im really angered by the -

way leglslators are treating the

voters, tt"ymg to push th:iS

through without letting it go to

us first,” she said. .. - ‘
-Easton resident Ashley Hﬂl ;

'93, said the town will see a lot of ;

changes for the worse if the pro-
posal passes.

- T am going to be calhng andI
am going to be writing,” she
said. “I'm trying to get this
information to my friends. down
state ‘because - they re misgin-

- formed.” . -

- Other res:dents were plan

-_.mng different-. tactics. .Just:
- before the meeting . ended ani
“audience member. mentioned.

that Gov. John ‘Baldacei would

-be paying a visit to the JM.

Huber plant in - ‘Easton on.
‘fShould_. we

" Wednesday.

Her questlon
picket?” '

~
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