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Toint Standing Committee on Appropriations & Financial Affairs

FROM: Peter Bowman, Senate Chair

Jacqueline R. Norton, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs
DATE: March §, 2007
SUBJECT: LD 499, the Goveror's Biennium Budget for FYCE & FY QD

‘ The Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs has completed
its review of those portions of LD 494 pertaining to the Department of Education, higher
education, and cultural agencies within the oversight of the Education and Cultural
Affairs Commitiee. Please find cuclosed owr recommendations on the varicus funding
initiatives and “language” provisions proposed by the Governor in LD 499,

During the time that has elapsed since our February 5" Joint public hearing, the
Tducation und Cultural Affairs Commitiee has spent many days deliberating the
Governor's proposal for establishing Regional Learning Conmmunities us proposed in Part
MM of LD 499, and strategies proposed in several other bills, lo redefine school '
administrative units and realize cost efficiencies in school administration. Before
offering our recommendations for replacing Part MM, we offer brief comments on other
budgetary proposals in LD 499,

Cultural Agencies: The Education and Cultural Affairs Committes accepls
funding to the cultural agencies as proposed in LD 499, Alhough coenizant of the many
benefits and services these agencies provide to Maine citizens across the State, in keeping
with the constraints presented in your rnemo dated February 28", Edueation and Cultural
Affairs is not recormending funding beyond that proposcd in LD 499. The cultural
agencies under the purview of the Education and Cultural Affairs Committes are the
Maine Arts Commission, the Maine State Cultwral Affairs Council, the Mame Histonie
Dreservation Commission, the Maine Historical Society, the Maine Humanities Council,
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The Maine State Library, the Maine State Museum and the Maine Public Broadcasting
Corporation.

Higher Education Programs: The Education and Cultural Affairs Commiftes
accepts funding proposals as preseuted in LD 499 for the State’s public higher education
institutions, including the Maine Marititne Academy, the Maine Community College
Svstem and the University of Maine System, and for the student financial aid programs
under the Finance Authonty of Maine.

School District Regionalization: Members of the Education and Cultwral Affairs
Committee worked diligently to achieve consensus in developing an alternative to the
Governor’s propesal in Part MM of LD 499, Testimeny at the public hearing and
citizens who attended our wotk session on the “regionalization and efficiencics bills”
implored the commitiee to consider all aspects of funding and delivering K-12 aducation
in thig state, Members of the Education and Culfural Affairs Conmmittee have continued
to listen and learn during many arduous work sessions. Each member hus contributed to
our debates, challenging each other and the members of the education community.

The Education Committee “majority report” presants our “Regronalization Plan”™
10 you today -- in outline form -- as & consensus document. You will find a few minority
reports mentdoned at the oad of the outline, including how they differ from the majoricy
report. A separale minority report is also appended as part of our recommendations.

Please note that we request additional time to work out some of the details of
the Education Commitiee’s “Regionalization Ylan.” The Education and Cultural
Affairs Commistee and our slafl are available o answer questions as Appropriations and
Cultaral Affairs Committee deliberates these proposals. Our staff will be drarting
statutory language and working closely with stafl’ from OFPR as the associated fiscal
impact of each 1z refinad. '
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